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larly to ourselves and our allies, whose territories
offered the richest booty. The existence of these
hordes imposed the necessity of constant vigilance
along the whole extent of the south-west frontier
of the Bengal presidency; while, for the security
of the Dukhun, the subsidiary forces of the Ni-
zam and Peshwa were annually obliged to move
to the northern frontier of their respective terri-
tories ; notwithstanding which precautions, the
dominions of those states were continually pene-
trated and overran.

Ameer Khan and Mohummed-shah Khan, the
two Patan chiefs, who were rising into a similar
and equally formidable pre-eminence, commanded
forces of a very different description from those of
the Pindaree chiefs, though actuated by the same
predatory spirit: each of them, besides horse, had
large bodies of infantry and several guns* Mo*
hummed-shah Khan's infantry were the old batta*
lions of Tukojee Holkur, undoubtedly the best in
India not under the actual command of European
officers. Ameer Khan's* were scarcely inferior.
The cavalry were besides paid by the mouth, in-
stead of living avowedly on plundei* alone, like
the Pifldarees. Indeed, the grand difference be*-
twieen the twg classes was, that the Patens wm
tagtethte ibr the pwptfse of preying on
aikd ptWttrfbl dhisfe: to that end,
tfaefr ferca idot^